
Jesus, Mary, Joseph, the angels, 
the shepherds, the innkeeper, 

the animals, and the Magi—these 
are the familiar characters of the 
Christmas story, comprising the 
usual nativity scene that decorates 
our churches, homes, buildings, 
and shopping malls during this 
season.

One thing is common to these 
characters represented in the 
beautiful Christmas manger—they 
all say “Yes.”

Jesus says yes to the divine 
plan for the world’s salvation. He 
is the Word who becomes flesh 
and makes his dwelling among 
men and women (cf Jn 1:14). He 
comes into the world declaring, 
“Behold, I come to do your will, 
O God” (Heb 10:7, 9).

Mary speaks her fiat to the 
awesome responsibility of bearing 
in her womb the Son of God: 
“Behold, I am the handmaid 
of the Lord. May it be done to 
me according to your word” 
(Lk 1:38). As Pope John Paul II 
puts it, “Mary guides us towards 
Bethlehem. Mary is the woman 
of the ‘yes’ who, contrary to Eve, 
makes the plan of God her own 
without reservation.”

Putting aside his plans for a 
quiet married life and family, 
Joseph says yes to be the spouse 
of Mary and the legal father of 
God’s Son, giving the child a 
name: Jesus, son of David, from 
whose house the Messiah is to 
come.

The Letter to the Hebrews 
declares that when God “leads 
the firstborn into the world, he 
says: ‘Let all the angels of God 
worship him’ ” (Heb 1:6). The 
angels say yes, announcing to 

Christmas: A “Yes” Celebration

shepherds the birth of a Savior 
“who is Christ and Lord,” praising 
God, and singing, “Glory to God 
in the highest and on earth peace 
to those on whom his favor rests” 
(Lk 2:10-11, 13-14).

In the fields keeping watch 
over their flocks, the shepherds 
receive the good news from the 
angel and say yes, telling one 
another, “Let us go, then, to 
Bethlehem to see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord 
has made known to us” (Lk 2:15). 

There is no room for the Holy 
Family in the inn (cf Lk 2:7). 
The innkeeper and his family, 
however, clean out the barn or 
the stable and in so doing say yes 
to Jesus.

Mary lays Jesus in a manger. 
The cattle lowing and the sheep 
and goats bleating in the stable—
they say yes, giving up their spot 
at the manger where their meal of 
hay is waiting in order to provide 
a bed for the newborn Child. 

After spotting a bright star in 
the sky inviting them, the Magi 
say yes, journeying from the East 
to pay homage to the newborn 
King of the Jews.

All these nativity characters 
bring us the good news: to receive 

the gift of Christmas, all we need 
to do is to say yes to Jesus.

The study of theology and 
Scriptures can sometimes give 
us the impression that Christian 
faith is very complicated. Indeed, 
after 2,000 years of reflection and 
celebration, the incarnation or 
God-becoming-man remains a 
mystery. Christmas is so familiar, 
yet so full of questions: Why 
Mary and Joseph? Why the angels 
and the shepherds? Why the 
Magi and Bethlehem? These 
queries, and many more, echo 
that famous couplet written by 
British journalist William Norman 
Ewer: “How odd of God to choose 
the Jews!”

Yet, we seek a much simpler 
faith—a faith that speaks plainly 
to us people who need a Savior in 
our lives, who have been hurt by 
life and need to be healed, who 
are trying to raise children and 
grandchildren in a challenging 
world, who have lost loved ones 
and need to find a way to go on, 
who have sinned and need to be 
forgiven, and who have lost our 
way through life and need to be 
found. 

The familiar characters of 
Christmas suggest that this faith 
is God’s gift that is received by 
saying yes to Jesus—yes to his love 
and compassion, his forgiveness 
and mercy, his presence and 
friendship, his new beginning and 
new way of living, his kingdom of 
justice and peace and life beyond 
death.

Let us say yes to Jesus tonight 
and every day of our lives. 

A blessed Christmas to us all!

— Fr. Apolinar A. Castor Jr., SSP
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THE INTRODUCTORY RITES

Entrance Antiphon (Ps 2:7)
(Recited when there is no opening song)

The Lord said to me: You 
are my Son; this day I have 
begotten you.

Greeting
(The sign of the cross is made here)

P — The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
All — And with your spirit.

Introduction
(The priest may address the assembly 
with these or other similar words)

P — On this most holy night, 
Jesus the Savior is born to give 
joy to the world and to save us 
from sin.

T h o u g h  a l m i g h t y  a n d 
powerful, God strips himself 
of his glory and makes himself 
small. This God-become-man 
is the one we welcome tonight. 
He is our Emmanuel, our God-
with-us.

Penitential Act

P — Brethren (brothers and 
sisters), let us acknowledge our 
sins, and so prepare ourselves to 
celebrate the sacred mysteries. 
(Pause)

All — I confess to almighty 
God and to you, my brothers 
and sisters, that I have greatly 
sinned, in my thoughts and in 
my words, in what I have done 
and in what I have failed to 
do (strike your breast) through 
my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary 
ever-Virgin, all the Angels and 
Saints, and you, my brothers 
and sisters, to pray for me to 
the Lord our God.

P — May almighty God have 
mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life.
All — Amen.

P — Lord, have mercy.
All — Lord, have mercy.

P — Christ, have mercy.
All — Christ, have mercy.

P — Lord, have mercy.
All — Lord, have mercy.

Gloria

All — Glor y to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to 
people of good will. We praise 
you, we bless you, we adore 
you, we glorify you, we give 
you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O 
God, almighty Father. Lord 
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, you take 
away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us; you take away the 
sins of the world, receive our 
prayer; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, have 
mercy on us. For you alone are 
the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit in the glory of God 
the Father. Amen.

Collect

P — Let us pray. (Pause)
O God, who have made this 

most sacred night radiant with 
the splendor of the true light, 
grant, we pray, that we, who 
have known the mysteries of his 
light on earth, may also delight 
in his gladness in heaven. 

Who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.  
All — Amen.

 THE LITURGY 
 OF THE WORD
First Reading [Is 9:1-6] (Sit)

Long ago, the prophet Isaiah 
foretold the birth of a child who 
would be the Messiah and Prince 
of Peace. Tonight, we witness the 
fulfillment of that prophecy in 
the little child born in a manger, 
Christ the Lord.

A reading from the book of 
the prophet Isaiah 

THE PEOPLE who walked in 
darkness have seen a great 
light; upon those who dwelt 
in the land of gloom a light 
has shone. You have brought 
them abundant joy and great 
rejoicing, as they rejoice before 
you as at the harvest, as men 
make merr y when dividing 
spoils.

For the yoke that burdened 
them, the pole on their shoulder, 
and the rod of their taskmaster 
you have smashed, as on the 
day of Midian.

For every boot that tramped 
in battle, every cloak rolled 
in blood, will be burned as 
fuel for flames. For a child is 
born to us, a son is given us; 
upon his shoulder dominion 
rests. They name him Wonder-
Counselor, God-Hero, Father-
Forever, Prince of Peace. His 
dominion is vast and forever 
peaceful, from David’s throne, 
and over his kingdom, which 
he confirms and sustains by 
judgment and justice, both now 
and forever.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will do this!

— The word of the Lord.
All — Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 96)

R — Today is born our 
Savior, Christ the Lord.

1.  Sing to the Lord a new 
song;/ sing to the Lord, all you 
lands./ Sing to the Lord; bless 
his name. (R)

2. Announce his salvation, day 
after day./ Tell his glory among 
the nations;/ among all peoples, 
his wondrous deeds. (R)

3. Let the heavens be glad and 
the earth rejoice;/ let the sea 
and what fills it resound;/ let 
the plains be joyful and all that 
is in them!/ Then shall all the 
trees of the forest exult. (R)

4.  They shall exult before 
the Lord, for he comes;/ for 
he comes to rule the earth./ 
He shall rule the world with 
justice/ and the peoples with 
his constancy. (R)

Second Reading [Ti 2:11-14]

The apostle Paul tells us that, in 
response to the grace of salvation 
offered through Jesus Christ, we 
must reject godless ways and live 
a just and devout life.

A reading from the letter of 
Saint Paul to Titus 



BELOVED: The grace of God 
has appeared, saving all and 
training us to reject godless 
ways and worldly desires and 
to live temperately, justly, 
and devoutly in this age, as 
we await the blessed hope, 
the appearance of the glory 
of our great God and savior 
Jesus Christ, who gave himself 
for us to deliver us from all 
lawlessness and to cleanse for 
himself a people as his own, 
eager to do what is good.

— The word of the Lord.
All — Thanks be to God.

Alleluia [Lk 2:10-11] (Stand)

All — Alleluia, alleluia. I 
proclaim to you good news 
of great joy: today a Savior is 
born for us, Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel [Lk 2:1-14]

P — A reading from the holy 
Gospel according to Luke
All — Glory to you, O Lord.

IN THOSE DAYS a decree 
went out from Caesar Augustus 
that the whole world should 
be enrolled. This was the first 
enrollment, when Quirinius 
was governor of Syria. So all 
went to be enrolled, each to 
his own town. And Joseph too 
went up from Galilee from the 
town of Nazareth to Judea, to 
the city of David that is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of 
the house and family of David, 
to be enrolled with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child.

While they were there, the 
time came for her to have her 
child, and she gave bir th to 
her firstborn son. She wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes and 
laid him in a manger because 
there was no room for them in 
the inn.

Now there were shepherds 
in that region living in the fields 
and keeping the night watch 
over their flock. The angel of 
the Lord appeared to them and 
the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were 
struck with great fear. The 
angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for behold, I proclaim 
to you good news of great joy 

that will be for all the people. 
For today in the city of David 
a savior has been born for you 
who is Christ the Lord. And 
this will be a sign for you: you 
will find an infant wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and lying in 
a manger.”

And suddenly there was a 
multitude of the heavenly host 
with the angel, praising God 
and saying: “Glory to God in the 
highest and on earth peace to 
those on whom his favor rests.”

— The Gospel of the Lord.
All — Praise to you, Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Homily (Sit)

Profession of Faith (Stand)

All — I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Only Begotten Son 
of God, born of the Father 
before all ages. God from God, 
Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not 
made, consubstantial with 
the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us men 
and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, (all kneel) 
AND BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 
WAS INCARNATE OF THE 
VIRGIN MARY AND BECAME 
MAN.  

For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third 
day in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets.

I  bel ieve in one, holy, 
catholic, and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and I look 
forward to the resurrection 
of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful

P — Through his Only Begotten 
Son, Jesus our ‘Emmanuel,’ let 

us present to the Father our 
hopes, fears, and longings of 
all humanity. Trusting in his 
faithfulness and compassion 
we pray:

R — Lord of glory, hear our 
prayer.

C —  That the Church and 
her leaders may continue to 
be visible signs of your peace 
among men and women of 
goodwill. We pray: (R)

C — That civil and political 
leaders may imitate your Son 
who emptied himself of power 
and glory, sought the weak and 
the lost, and gave up his life for 
the salvation of all. We pray: (R)

C — That those whose hearts 
are hardened by sin may realize 
the value of living in peace 
through the reception of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
We pray: (R)

C — That the poor, the sick and 
infirm, the lonely and homeless, 
and the sorrowful may find 
hope and joy with the coming 
of the Savior. We pray: (R)

C — That our brothers and 
sisters who cannot be with their 
families tonight  —doctors and 
nurses in hospitals, migrant 
workers abroad, soldiers on 
duty, prisoners in jails  —may 
they all experience the comfort 
of your presence through the 
generosity and companionship 
of other people. We pray: (R)

(The urgent concerns of the 
community are prayed here)

P — Heavenly Father, tonight 
we rejoice at the bir th of 
your Son. As we celebrate his 
humanity, let him be our light, 
joy, and peace. 

We ask this through Christ 
our Lord.
All — Amen.

 THE LITURGY OF
 THE EUCHARIST

Presentation of the Gifts

(Stand)
P — Pray, brethren…
All — May the Lord accept 
the sacrifice at your hands 
for the praise and glory of 



 his name, for our good, 
and the good of all his holy  
Church.

Prayer over the Offerings

P — May the oblation of this 
day’s feast be pleasing to you, 
O Lord, we pray, that through 
this most holy exchange we 
may be found in the likeness of 
Christ, in whom our nature is 
united to you. 

Who lives and reigns for 
ever and ever. 
All — Amen.

Preface III of the Nativity of 
the Lord

P — The Lord be with you.
All — And with your spirit.
P — Lift up your hearts.
All — We lift them up to the 
Lord.
P — Let us give thanks to the 
Lord our God.
All — It is right and just.

P — It is truly right and just, 
our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give 
you thanks, Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and eternal God, 
through Christ our Lord. 

For through him the holy 
exchange that restores our 
life has shone forth today in 
splendor: when our frailty is 
assumed by your Word not only 
does human mortality receive 
unending honor but by this 
wondrous union, we, too, are 
made eternal. 

And so, in company with the 
choirs of Angels, we praise you, 
and with joy we proclaim: 
All — Holy, Holy, Holy… 
(Kneel)

Acclamation (Stand)

All — Save us, Savior of the 
world, for by your Cross and 
Resurrection you have set 
us free. 

THE COMMUNION RITE

The Lord’s Prayer

All — Our Father…
P — Deliver us, Lord…
All — For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glor y are 
yours, now and for ever.

Invitation to Peace

Invitation to Communion
(Kneel)

P — Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes away 
the sins of the world. Blessed 
are those called to the supper 
of the Lamb.
All — Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under 
my roof, but only say the 
word and my soul shall be 
healed.

Communion Antiphon
(Jn 1:14)

The Word became flesh, and 
we have seen his glory.

Prayer after Communion
(Stand)

P — Let us pray. (Pause)
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our 

God, that we, who are gladdened 
by participation in the feast of 
our Redeemer’s Nativity, may 
through an honorable way of 
life become worthy of union 
with him.

Who lives and reigns for ever 
and ever. 
All — Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES

P — The Lord be with you.
All — And with your spirit.
Solemn Blessing

P — Bow down for the blessing. 
(Pause)

May the God of infinite good-
ness, who by the Incarnation of 
his Son has driven darkness from 
the world and by that glorious 
Birth has illumined this most 
holy night, drive far from you the 
darkness of vice and illumine your 
hearts with the light of virtue.  
All — Amen.

P — May God, who willed that 
the great joy of his Son’s saving 
Birth be announced to shepherds 
by the Angel, fill your minds with 
the gladness he gives and make 
you heralds of his Gospel.
All — Amen.

P — And may God, who by the 
Incarnation brought together the 
earthly and heavenly realm, fill 
you with the gift of his peace and 
favor and make you sharers with 
the Church in heaven. 
All — Amen.

P — And may the blessing of 
almighty God, the Father, and the 
Son, (†) and the Holy Spirit, come 
down on you and remain with you 
for ever. 
All — Amen.

Dismissal

P — Go forth, the Mass is ended.
All — Thanks be to God.

Merry 
Christmas

to All!
- Sambuhay Staff

Today, the Son of God is born, and everything changes. The Savior 
of the world comes to partake of our human nature; no longer are we 
alone and forsaken. The Virgin offers us her Son as the beginning of a 
new life. The true light has come to illumine our lives so often beset by 
the darkness of sin. Today we once more discover who we are! Tonight 
we have been shown the way to reach the journey’s end. 

This is the reason for our joy and gladness: this Child has been “born 
to us”; he was “given to us”, as Isaiah proclaims (cf. 9:5). The people 
who for for two thousand years has traversed all the pathways of the 
world in order to allow every man and woman to share in this joy is now 
given the mission of making known “the Prince of peace” and becoming 
his effective servant in the midst of the nations.

This Child teaches us what is truly essential in our lives. He was born 
into the poverty of this world; there was no room in the inn for him 
and his family. He found shelter and support in a stable and was laid 
in a manger for animals. And yet, from this nothingness, the light of 
God’s glory shines forth. From now on, the way of authentic liberation 
and perennial redemption is open to every man and woman who is 
simple of heart. This Child, whose face radiates the goodness, mercy 
and love of God the Father, trains us, his disciples, as Saint Paul says, 
“to reject godless ways” and the richness of the world, in order to live 
“temperately, justly, and devoutly” (Ti 2:12).
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