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It is the time of year when 
Bethlehem is filled with 

pilgrims from all over the 
world. They converge to 
the Basilica of the Nativity, 
the large church built over 
asite where Jesus was born. 
One uncanny feature of this 
basilica is its very small door 
about four feet high. One 
enters the basilica through this 
so-called “Door of Humility,” 
an apt reminder that only with 
a humble disposition can a 
person “see” the baby Jesus 
in the manger and be able to 
make sense of Christmas.

In sending his Son to this 
world, God chooses the 
nondescript town called 
Bethlehem. The name of this 
town means “House of Bread.” 
The baby born in the manger 
will later identify himself as 
the “bread of life.” What was 
God trying to communicate to 
us when he allowed his Son 
to be born in a feeding trough 
meant for animals instead of 
being born in the splendor of 
a royal palace? The old name 
of Bethlehem is “Ephrathah,” 
which means “fruitfulness.” 
When we partake of the bread 
of life, aren’t we led to live a 
fruitful life indeed? “When you 
produce much fruit, you are 
my true disciples” (Jn 15:8).

Joseph,  whose fami ly 
belongs to the royal lineage 
of King David, is chosen to 
be the legal father of Jesus. 
However, Joseph does not 
hold any rank in society and 

Behold the Salvation of Our God

eked out a living as a tekton, 
a simple carpenter. When the 
angel spoke to him in a dream, 
and asked him to take Mary to 
be his wife, Joseph resolutely 
took Mary to his home. As a 
carpenter, Joseph normally 
worked with a plan. But the 
angel of God did not speak 
of any plan except that Mary 
would bear a child and that 
Joseph should take Mary to 
be his wife. All other details of 
future events in the life of Jesus 
and Mary were not disclosed 
to Joseph. He had to abide by 
God’s plan, and he proceeded 
every step of the journey only 
by faith.

Like her spouse Joseph, 
Mary also embraced the 
Father’s will wholeheartedly. 
When the angel spoke to 
her, Mary is caught between 
the spirit of being prepared 
and unprepared. The angel 

told Mary that her Son would 
become Savior of the world, 
but how will she cradle God 
in her arms? She was not 
prepared when they suddenly 
fled to Egypt to escape Herod’s 
wrath. She was anxiously 
upset when Jesus was lost and 
was later found in the Temple 
discussing among the elders. 
Mary was not prepared for 
the thorns and nails and the 
Cross. As a mother, she was 
not ready to see her Son die on 
the Cross. She did not have an 
inkling of the everlasting life 
brought by Easter morning. 
Like Joseph, Mary is shown 
the big picture but she herself 
has to be attentive and alert to 
the details.

Today al l  the nat ions 
behold the salvation of our 
Lord in a baby born in humble 
circumstances to simple 
parents. He is God’s Son who 
takes human flesh. He dwelt 
among us to share in our 
humanity and to bestow on 
us his divinity. All our hopes 
and fears are met today in the 
infant wrapped in swaddling 
clothes. May he find us with 
humble hearts,  ready to 
follow him with the heart of 
a little child especially when 
the details of God’s plan are 
hidden from our eyes and 
the horizon is obscured by 
darkness. Jesus our light has 
come! He has conquered our 
darkness.

— Fr. Paul J. Marquez, SSP



THE INTRODUCTORY RITES
Entrance Antiphon (Is 9:5)
(Recited when there is no opening song)

A child is born for us, and a 
son is given to us; his scep-
ter of power rests upon his 
shoulder, and his name will 
be called Messenger of great 
counsel. 

Greeting
(The sign of the cross is made here)

P — The Lord be with you.
All — And with your spirit.

Introduction
(The priest may address the assembly 
with these or other similar words)

P — A Blessed Christmas to 
you all!

Today, we thank God for his 
greatest gift to us—the gift of 
his beloved Son. Jesus, his Only 
Begotten Son is our Emmanuel, 
God’s presence among us. In 
him God makes his dwelling 
among us so that nothing we ex-
perience will be foreign to him: 
our joys and pains, our hopes 
and fears, our strengths and 
weaknesses. With this comfort-
ing thought we celebrate the 
Eucharist, praying especially 
for children and our family. May 
our Christmas celebration be 
a time of happy togetherness.

Penitential Act

P — Brethren (brothers and 
sisters), let us acknowledge our 
sins, and so prepare ourselves to 
celebrate the sacred mysteries. 
(Pause)

All — I confess to almighty 
God and to you, my brothers 
and sisters, that I have greatly 
sinned, in my thoughts and in 
my words, in what I have done 
and in what I have failed to (strike 
your breast) through my fault, 
through my fault, through my 
most grievous fault; therefore I 
ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all 
the Angels and Saints, and you, 
my brothers and sisters, to pray 
for me to the Lord our God.

P — May almighty God have 
mercy on us, forgive us our 
sins, and bring us to everlasting 
life.
All — Amen.

P — Lord, have mercy.
All — Lord, have mercy.

P — Christ, have mercy.
All — Christ, have mercy.

P — Lord, have mercy.
All — Lord, have mercy.

Gloria

All — Glor y to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to 
people of good will. We praise 
you, we bless you, we adore 
you, we glorify you, we give you 
thanks for your great glory, Lord 
God, heavenly King, O God, 
almighty Father. Lord Jesus 
Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the 
world, receive our prayer; you 
are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit in 
the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.

Collect

P — Let us pray. (Pause)
O God, who wonder fully 

c r e a t e d  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f 
human nature and still more 
wonderfully restored it, grant, 
we pray, that we may share 
in the divinity of Christ, who 
humbled himself to share in 
our humanity.   

Who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 
All — Amen.

 THE LITURGY 
 OF THE WORD

First Reading [Is 52:7-10] (Sit)

T h e  w a t c h m e n  a n d  t h e 
inhabitants of Jerusalem shout 
for joy at the Lord’s coming to 
restore his broken people. Today, 
we also celebrate God’s coming 
to his people through the birth of 
the Savior.

A reading from the book of 
the prophet Isaiah 

HOW BEAUTIFUL upon the 
mountains are the feet of him 
who brings glad tidings, an-
nouncing peace, bearing good 
news, announcing salvation, 
and saying to Zion, “Your God 
is King!”

Hark! Your sentinels raise a 
cry, together they shout for joy, 
for they see directly, before their 
eyes, the Lord restoring Zion.

Break out together in song, 
O ruins of Jerusalem! For the 
Lord comforts his people, he 
redeems Jerusalem. The Lord 
has bared his holy arm in the 
sight of all the nations; all the 
ends of the earth will behold 
the salvation of our God.

— The word of the Lord.
All — Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 98)

R — All the ends of the earth 
have seen the saving power 
of God.

1. Sing to the Lord a new song,/ 
for he has done wondrous 
deeds;/ his right hand has 
won victory for him,/ his holy 
arm. (R)

2.  The Lord has made his 
salvat ion known:/ in  the 
sight of the nations he has 
revealed his justice./ He has 
remembered his kindness and 
his faithfulness/ toward the 
house of Israel. (R)

3. All the ends of the earth 
have seen/ the salvation by our 
God./ Sing joyfully to the Lord, 
all you lands;/ break into song; 
sing praise. (R)

4. Sing praise to the Lord 
with the harp,/ with the harp 
and melodious song./ With 
trumpets and the sound of the 
horn/ sing joyfully before the 
King, the Lord. (R)

Second Reading [Heb 1:1-6]

The birth of Christ marks the 
fullness of God’s communication 
with us. In ages past, God spoke 
through the prophets. Now he 
speaks to us through his Son.

A reading from the letter to 
the Hebrews 

BROTHERS AND SISTERS:
In times past, God spoke 



in par tial and various ways 
to our ancestors through the 
prophets; in these last days, he 
has spoken to us through the 
Son, whom he made heir of all 
things and through whom he 
created the universe, who is 
the refulgence of his glory, the 
very imprint of his being, and 
who sustains all things by his 
mighty word.

When he had accomplished 
purification from sins, he took 
his seat at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, as far superior 
to the angels as the name he 
has inherited is more excellent 
than theirs.

For to which of the angels 
did God ever say: “You are my 
son: this day I have begotten 
you”? Or again: “I will be a 
father to him, and he shall be 
a son to me”? And again, when 
he leads the firstborn into the 
world, he says: “Let all the 
angels of God worship him.”

— The word of the Lord.
All — Thanks be to God.

Alleluia (Stand)

All — Alleluia, alleluia. A 
holy day has dawned upon 
us. Come, you nations, and 
adore the Lord. For today a 
great light has come upon 
the earth. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel [Jn 1:1-18]

P — A reading from the holy 
Gospel according to John
All — Glory to you, O Lord.

IN THE BEGINNING was the 
Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. 
All things came to be through 
him, and without him nothing 
came to be. What came to be 
through him was life, and this 
life was the light of the human 
race; the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it.

A man named John was 
sent from God. He came for 
testimony, to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe 
through him. He was not the 
light, but came to testify to the 
light.

The  t r ue  l ight ,  wh ich 
enlightens ever yone, was 

coming into the world. He was 
in the world, and the world 
came to be through him, but 
the world did not know him. He 
came to what was his own, but 
his own people did not accept 
him.

But to those who did accept 
him he gave power to become 
children of God, to those who 
believe in his name, who were 
born not by natural generation 
nor by human choice nor by a 
man’s decision but of God.

And the Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among 
us, and we saw his glory, the 
glory as of the Father’s only 
Son, full of grace and truth.

John testified to him and 
cried out, saying, “This was he 
of whom I said, ‘The one who is 
coming after me ranks ahead of 
me because he existed before 
me.’ ”

From his fullness we have 
all received, grace in place of 
grace, because while the law 
was given through Moses, 
grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ.

No one has ever seen God. 
The only Son, God, who is at the 
Father’s side, has revealed him.

— The Gospel of the Lord.
All — Praise to you, Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Homily (Sit)

Profession of Faith (Stand)

All — I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Only Begotten Son 
of God, born of the Father 
before all ages. God from God, 
Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not 
made, consubstantial with the 
Father; through him all things 
were made. For us men and 
for our salvation he came down 
from heaven, (all kneel) AND 
BY THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS 
INCARNATE OF THE VIRGIN 
MARY AND BECAME MAN.

For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third 
day in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead and his kingdom 
will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the 
prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic, 
and apostolic Church. I confess 
one Baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins and I look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful

P — On this holy day, let us 
present our petitions to the 
almighty Father who loves 
us as his children in his Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Full of 
confidence, we pray:

R — Lord, bless your people!

C — That the world in agony, 
torn by division and strife, may 
be filled with tidings of comfort 
and joy. We pray: (R)

C — That families throughout 
the world may become a 
dwelling place of your incarnate 
Son, Jesus our Emmanuel. We 
pray: (R)

C — That our religious and 
po l i t ica l  leaders  humble 
themselves as Jesus humbled 
himself, and be responsible 
stewards of your people. We 
pray: (R)

C  —  That the Good News 
o f  your  coming r esound 
throughout the world so that 
people will hear the comforting 
words of hope and the promise 
of salvation. We pray: (R)
C — That your light shine on  
those who still live in darkness, 
whose eyes are blinded by 
jealousy, hatred, and the lure of 
power and money. We pray: (R)

P — Father, hear our prayers 
and make this Christmas 
celebrat ion a  moment  of 
thanksgiving and great sharing.

This we ask through Christ 
our Lord.
All — Amen.

 THE LITURGY OF
 THE EUCHARIST
Presentation of the Gifts

(Stand)



 P — Pray, brethren…
All — May the Lord accept 
the sacrifice at your hands 
for the praise and glor y 
of his name, for our good 
and the good of all his holy 
Church.

Prayer over the Offerings

P — Make acceptable, O Lord, 
our oblation on this solemn 
day, when you, manifested the 
reconciliation that makes us 
wholly pleasing in your sight 
and inaugurated for us the 
fullness of divine worship.

Through Christ our Lord.
All — Amen.

Preface II of the Nativity of 
the Lord

P — The Lord be with you.
All — And with your spirit.
P — Lift up your hearts.
All — We lift them up to the 
Lord.
P — Let us give thanks to the 
Lord our God.
All — It is right and just.

P — It is truly right and just, 
our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give 
you thanks, Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and eternal God, 
through Christ our Lord. 

For on the feast of this awe-
filled mystery, though invisible 
in his own divine nature, he has 
appeared visibly in ours; and 
begotten before all ages, he 
has begun to exist in time; so 
that, raising up in himself all 
that was cast down, he might 
restore unity to all creation and 
call straying humanity back to 
the heavenly Kingdom.   

And so, with all the Angels, 
we praise you, as in joyful 
celebration, we acclaim:
All — Holy, Holy, Holy... (Kneel)

Acclamation (Stand)

All — We proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, and profess 
your Resurrection until you 
come again. 

THE COMMUNION RITE

The Lord’s Prayer

All — Our Father…
P — Deliver us, Lord…
All — For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glor y are 
yours, now and for ever.

Invitation to Peace

Invitation to Communion
(Kneel)

P — Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes away 
the sins of the world. Blessed 
are those called to the supper 
of the Lamb.
All — Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under 
my roof, but only say the 
word and my soul shall be 
healed. 

Communion Antiphon
[Cf. Ps 98(97):3]

All the ends of the earth have 
seen the salvation of our God.

Prayer after Communion
(Stand)

P — Let us pray. (Pause)
Grant, O merciful God, that, 

just as the Savior of the world, 
born this day, is the author of 
divine generation for us, so 
may he be the giver even of 
immortality.

Who lives and reigns for 
ever and ever. 
All — Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES

P — The Lord be with you.
All — And with your spirit.

Solemn Blessing

P —  Bown down for the 
blessing. (Pause)

May the God of infinite 
goodness, who by the Incarnation 
of his Son has driven darkness 
from the world and by that 
glorious Birth has illumined this 
most holy day drive far from 
you the darkness of vice and 
illumine your hearts with the light 
of virtue.  
All — Amen.
P — May God, who willed that 
the great joy of his Son’s saving 
Birth be announced to shepherds 
by the Angel, fill your minds with 
the gladness he gives and make 
you heralds of his Gospel.
All — Amen.
P — And may God, who by the 
Incarnation brought together the 
earthly and heavenly realm, fill 
you with the gift of his peace and 
favor and make you sharers with 
the Church in heaven. 
All — Amen.
P — And may the blessing of 
almighty God, the Father, and the 
Son, (†) and the Holy Spirit, come 
down on you and remain with you 
for ever. 
All — Amen.
Dismissal

P — Go forth, the Mass is ended.
All — Thanks be to God.

Christmas is an event which is renewed in every family, parish, and community 
which receives the love of God made incarnate in Jesus Christ. Like Mary, the 
Church shows to everyone the “sign” of God: the Child whom she bore in her 
womb and to whom she gave birth, yet who is the Son of the Most High, since he 
“is of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 1:20). He is truly the Savior, for he is the Lamb of God 
who takes upon himself the sin of the world (cf. Jn 1:29). With the shepherds, let 
us bow down before the Lamb, let us worship God’s goodness made flesh, and let 
us allow tears of repentance to fill our eyes and cleanse our hearts. 

Where God is born, hope is born; and where hope is born, persons regain their 
dignity. Yet even today great numbers of men and women are deprived of their 
human dignity and, like the child Jesus, suffer cold, poverty, and rejection. May our 
closeness today be felt by those who are most vulnerable, especially child soldiers, 
women who suffer violence, and the victims of human trafficking and the drug trade.

Where God is born, mercy flourishes. Mercy is the most precious gift which 
God gives us, especially during this Jubilee year in which we are called to discover 
that tender love of our heavenly Father for each of us. May the Lord enable 
prisoners in particular to experience his merciful love, which heals wounds and 
triumphs over evil.

Today, then, let us together rejoice in the day of our salvation. As we 
contemplate the Crib, let us gaze on the open arms of Jesus, which show us the 
merciful embrace of God, as we hear the cries of the Child who whispers to us: “for 
my brethren and companions’ sake, I will say: Peace be within you” (Ps 121[122]:8).

Excerpt from “URBI ET ORBI” MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
CHRISTMAS 2015

A Blessed Christmas
to All!

— SAMBUHAY Staff


